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The year 2010 tested our preser-
vation mettle, and through hard 
work and commitment to mission, 
the Cleveland Restoration Society 
came out a winner. We took im-
portant steps forward given our 
understanding of the new reality in 
which we live. We operated within 
budget, as is our custom, finishing 
the year without debt. We experi-
mented with providing different 
historic preservation services to 
test new ways to bring our exper-
tise to the community. We infused 
sustainability into our preservation 
work through partnerships and in-
stitutional learning. We launched a 
new website, which we now fully 
appreciate as a continuing endeav-
or. This work enables www.cleve-
landrestoration.org to serve us as 
never before.
 	 One of the great challenges 
we now have is that we have to 
choose how we invest our human 
and capital resources. The realm 
of historic preservation is so very 
wide. We all see so many things we 
can—and should—do to save the 
valuable places that preserve the 
dignity of Cleveland and uphold 

the good work of past generations. 
Continued use of these places is 
rational and cost effective. Select-
ing when and how to intervene or 
offer tools and expertise is a never-
ending difficulty. 
 
Landmark Advocacy
We are swayed when a landmark 
is endangered. We respond to pro-
posed changes in legislation or 
threats to the hard-earned poli-
cies that are the foundation of our 
work. We try to leverage what we 
know via education programs, 
communication tools and public 
events. We seek to communicate 
at the highest levels to reach deci-
sion makers willing to listen and to 
balance the views of the public. We 
try to work directly with property 
owners so we can figure out with 
them how to resolve the real dif-
ficulties that a landmark building 
might pose for continued use.
 	 The list of “must-dos” is end-
less. We must always prioritize that 
which we think is best at any given 
time. We always welcome your as-
sistance and feedback to help us 
do a better job. In fact, it is nice to 
know you are out there and care!
 	 For advocacy of endangered 
landmarks, our main priority has 
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been the preservation of historic 
religious buildings coincident with 
the downsizing of the Catholic Di-
ocese of Cleveland. We have seen 
positive results from our multi-year 
effort. Of the twenty-one histori-
cally significant churches closed by 
the diocese, at this point none of 

them has met with demolition. We 
must take some credit for working 
with diligence to identify signifi-
cant sites, educate the community 
about adaptive use strategies and 
attract the attention of buyers with 
the means to manage the sites. All 
the while we were in contact with 

the Diocese itself, 
which understood 
our intent to defend 
these structures as 
the important local 
landmarks they are, 
designated as such 
or not.

	  One sacred land-
marks project that 
we have high hopes 
for is The Temple-
Tifereth Israel. This 
historic Jewish sa-
cred landmark is 
likely the most rec-
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A dynamic partnership between Case Western Reserve University and The 
Temple-Tifereth Israel is preserving The Temple’s iconic building in University 
Circle. The building will find new purpose as a performing arts center but also 
remain the proud center of worship for The Temple - Tifereth Israel community, 
currently 1,400 families.
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ognizable dome in Cleveland and 
is the home of the world-renowned 
Temple Museum of Religious Art. 
An extraordinary partnership has 
been developed between the con-
gregation and Case Western Re-
serve University in order to pre-
serve this sacred space in perpetuity. 
CWRU will use the facility for its 
performing arts program and the 
Jewish congregation will continue 
to access the stunning sanctuary 
for High Holy Day services. To our 
knowledge, this is a unique partner-
ship on a national level. We hope it 
inspires other like partnerships. 

Heritage Home ProgramSM

The Great Recession is still very 
much with us in Cleveland and af-
fects us all daily. It is with consid-
erable pride that we can report that 
we continue to weather the storm 
through increased support fro mem-
bers and key supporters. We see 
declines in revenues from the pub-
lic sector, meaning the support we 
receive from the City of Cleveland 
and other cities where we offer our 
Heritage Home ProgramSM for a fee. 
We expect this decline to continue 
for the next several years, yet hope 
to offset it with new communities. 
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This Colonial Revival style house in 
Cleveland’s Franklin-West Clinton 
Historic District, just a short distance 
away from the vibrant Gordon Square 
Arts District, was vacant before its 
current owners purchased it and be-
gan a detailed interior and exterior 
rehabilitation project with the help 
of CRS’s Heritage Home ProgramSM 
staff.  Their hard work, which in-
cluded restoration of many interior 
architectural details, remodeling of 
the kitchen, and rehabilitation of the 
home’s exterior using appropriate 
historic paint colors, was recognized 
with a preservation award at the 2011 
Celebration of Preservation. (Shown 
before rehabilitation, below left, and 
after, below.)
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 	 Coincident with public sector 
decline is a decline in the number 
of Heritage loans we have booked 
since the housing bubble burst of 
2007. We see clearly that invest-
ing in historic homes is simply a 
part of the overall housing mar-
ket, albeit a specialized endeavor. 
When housing values are down, 
if the banks are not loaning as be-
fore, and people are worried about 
their jobs, our Heritage Home 
ProgramSM will be affected, and it 
is. Just knowing this is important. 
But let’s face it - there are still lots 
of terrific old houses out there that 
we can and should fix up in the fu-
ture. This need is not going away. 
 	 During 2010, a “down” year 
for the Heritage Home ProgramSM, 
we still booked 41 new loans with 
a cumulative value of $1.5 million. 

We completed construction on an 
additional 50 loans ($2 million) 
and gave free technical assistance 
to 471 homeowners for projects 
worth $11.4 million. Let me re-
mind you that our loan volume, 
though low for us, is still extraor-
dinary work for a local preserva-
tion organization. 
 	 We continue to work through 
this period of reduced loan volume 
by strengthening our financial pools 
and modifying our methods to be 
more efficient. Toward this end, we 
dramatically increased our avail-
able funds by partnering with the 
Ohio Treasurer of State in tapping 
into a resource they offer under 
the Eco-Link program. With this 
partnership, we prioritize energy 
efficiency in the preservation work 
program. The greenest home is the 

one that is already built – durable, 
representing embodied energy and 
continued utility. We measurably 
strengthen this mantra by mak-
ing our older homes more efficient 
through this new partnership.
 
Preservation Services
In order to deepen our commit-
ment to our Heritage cities, we 
undertook a series of interesting 
projects that might have otherwise 
been left on the back burner. For 
example, we surveyed Dalebrook 
Estates in Independence (see page 
19 of this issue of Facade for some 
information from this survey). 
This mid-century modern housing 
development was a prized “move-
up” neighborhood developed be-
tween 1957 and 1962. Today, it is 
a wonderfully intact area of 115 
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houses that should be the next hot 
locale for buyers of the mid-mod 
design era. With our survey tool, 
the City of Independence can help 
guide homeowner design decisions 
to keep this area as true to mid-
century modern design principals 
as possible.
 	 Over the years we have main-

Left: Arthur and Annabelle Johnston 
lived in a simple bungalow at 4525 
East 147th Street. A neighborhood 
park was dedicated to Johnston in 
2008.

Below: The important Cozad-Bates 
House has undergone significant res-
toration in the last couple of years. 
Last year, a new slate roof was in-
stalled by the Tartan Group and the 
decking, box gutters, and soffits re-
built. CRS facilitated the project by 
providing technical and financial as-
sistance.  Currently work is underway 
on the front porch and basement.

tained a strong commitment to the 
preservation of landmarks associat-
ed with Cleveland’s African Ameri-
can heritage. Cleveland’s black 
population increased significantly 
when it became a destination for 
jobs in factories. There is a lot to be 
documented and researched and we 
have strived to work on the most 
important sites. This year, we ob-
tained the designation of Cleveland 
Landmark status for the Arthur 
Johnston home in Ward 1. This 
modest bungalow was the home 
to Ohio’s first black mayor, elected 
by the village of Miles Heights in 
1929. Annexed into Cleveland in 
1932, the original area of the vil-
lage is located between East 147th 
Street and East 153rd Street on 
Ohio Street off of Lee Road. We 
think Johnston’s story is an inter-
esting one that should be told.
 	 In addition, we have played a 
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primary role in keeping the flame 
burning for the Cozad-Bates 
House in University Circle. Having 
saved the property from becoming 
a parking lot, we now are moni-
toring its slow-moving overhaul, 
providing some grant money and 
technical oversight when needed. 
University Circle Inc, owner of the 
property, hopes to find an income-
producing use for the property, but 
at this time, that use eludes us all. 
Nonetheless, we are committed to 
the stabilization and incremental 
preservation of the property as 
an important survivor of the Civil 
War period in Cleveland. The Co-
zads were known abolitionists, 
and the property has come to sym-
bolize the importance of the Un-
derground Railroad in Cleveland. 
That story needs to be told better. 
Having defined the work program 
for the roof and belvedere and su-
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More Green Work:
• 	�Held six (6) workshops “En-

ergy Efficiency in Your Older 
House”

• �	�Served on task force for 
Vacant Property conference; 
presented at conference

•	� Participated in Sustainable 
Cleveland 2019 conference

•	� Participated in NEO Sustain-
able Communities Partnership 
($47 million grant)

• �	�Added energy audit standard 
in Heritage Home loan process

pervised its reconstruction, we are 
now working on the front porch.
 	 The African American History 
Museum in Cleveland’s Hough 
neighborhood has been a focus of 
ours. The group asked us to assist 
in obtaining landmark status in 
the National Register of Historic 
Places. It is hoped that with this 
distinction in hand, the museum’s 
fundraising and audience partici-
pation will increase. During 2010, 
we were able to complete this pro-
cess and submit the required mate-
rial to the State Historic Preserva-
tion Office.
 
Preservation & Sustainability
This past year has been transfor-
mational in that we have truly in-
fused our preservation conscious-
ness with sustainability. We have 
worked at institutional learning on 
this topic, and I see it really pay-
ing off now. Of course learning is 
never-ending, but we have made a 
leap this past year in many ways. 
Our Community Luncheon was 
particularly energetic in 2010, as it 
was billed as a convening of pres-
ervation and sustainability. En-
titled “Old is the New Green,” the 
“green folks” were in attendance, 
meeting up with our preservation 
following, and business cards were 
flying. This great event was made 
possible through a partnership 
with the Northeast Ohio Chapter 
of the U.S. Green Building Coun-
cil. Our two organizations worked 
together on the event and shaped it 
so that it would be impactful. 
	 Last year we experimented 
(carefully) with a time-honored 
historic preservation technique – 
gifts of property. We accepted the 
donation of the Asa and Chloe 
Upson house in Shaker Heights, a 
ca. 1836 wood frame house that 
typifies the Upright-and-Wing 
form common in the developing 
Western Reserve. It had languished 

on the market, a victim of a ter-
rible housing market moment. It 
needed some TLC which we could, 
of course, provide. We were fasci-
nated with the story of the house 
that we could glean from property 
records and census reports. The 
owners donated the property to us 
so that we could polish it up for 
resale and attach a preservation 
covenant to protect the property 
into the future. When we went 
into this project, we thought we 
had a following of old house lov-
ers who would respond as we had 
to the charm of the place. Indeed, 
we were right. That house now 
has wonderful new owners and we 
were able to more than break even 
financially, with the proceeds really 
helping our budget at year end.
 	 As we go to press on this report, 
surprises that we do not like are 
popping up all over town. In the 
heart of downtown, Rock Ohio 
Caesars casino has proposed an 
insensitive valet parking plan that 
demolishes one historic building, 
disfigures another one, and ob-
structs an important viewshed. 
The Cleveland Clinic has told a 
congregation that if they demol-
ish their ca. 1889 church, designed 
by Sidney Badgley, that the Clinic 
will buy the land. Mt. Zion Con-
gregational Church in University 

Circle wants to demolish two Na-
tional Register houses for a school 
and parking. This must mean the 
economy is getting better. 
 	 Over the last thirty-nine years, 
the Cleveland Restoration Soci-
ety has been the voice for historic 
preservation in the City of Cleve-
land and region beyond – at many 
times, the only voice in the room. 
We will continue to be involved 
in these important issues. Join us! 
Subscribe to our monthly email 
newsletter and our news alerts via 
our website at www.clevelandres-
toration.org. Find us on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/clevelan-
drestoration. As always, thank you 
for your support. E

CRS President Kathleen H. Crowther 
met with Dott. Maria Cristina Carlo-
Stella, Secretary for the Permanent 
Commission for the Protection of the 
Historical and Artistic Monuments of 
the Holy See at the Vatican in Janu-
ary.  Crowther was selected in 2010 to 
be a Visiting Scholar at the American 
Academy in Rome, where she spent 
five weeks, observing the ancient 
monuments, churches and city plan 
designs of the “Eternal City” to make 
correlations with Cleveland’s architec-
tural and city planning legacy. As part 
of her time in Italy, she met with Carlo-
Stella, a colleague in heritage conser-
vation, about the preservation of sa-
cred landmarks in the United States.P
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The Cleveland Restoration 
Society extends our deep-
est appreciation to our  
generous Leadership Level 
Donors for their 2010  
support. Our members care 
about the future of our 
great city and region, and it 
shows!

Partners in the Field Donors
Akron Community Foundation
Louise H. and David S. Ingalls 	
	 Foundation
Mr. Thomas A. Jorgensen
Mr. & Mrs. William P. Madar, Jr.
Morton & Barbara Mandel 
	 Family Foundation
C. Walder Parke Family 
	 Foundation

Sarah Benedict Circle
Mrs. Gay Cull Addicott
Mr. Michael Arian
Mr. & Mrs. Hamilton Emmons
Nancy Hancock Griffith
Mr. Thomas A. Jorgensen
Ms. Marjorie H. Kitchell & 
	 Mr. Spencer Neth
Mr. & Mrs. William P. Madar, Jr.
Mr. Morton L. Mandel
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Parke
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas W. Seitz

Capstone Level
Dr. & Mrs. James E. Arnold

Keystone Level
Herb & Kathleen Crowther
Michael & Jan Devereaux
Mrs. Patricia Eldredge
Frost Building Maintenance, Inc. - 	
	 Mr. Greg Frost

Cornerstone Level
Mr. Dane Benson & 
	 Dr. Virginia O. Benson
Mr. Michael T. Cummins
Ms. M. Catherine Crowther 	
	 Doyle
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Einhouse
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Gardiner
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Haag, III
Mr. Douglas R. Hoffman, AIA

Mr. & Mrs. Harry L. Holmes
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph P. Keithley
Martin & Sandra Kiely Kolb
Mr. & Mrs. John N. Lauer
Mr. Morton Q. Levin
Michael & Wendy Mandat
Marjorie & Bert Moyar
Charlotte & Jack Newman
Mr. Mark E. Pettigrew
Ms. Jocelyn C. Ruf
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Sande
Mr. Paul J. Volpe
Mr. & Mrs. Dickson L.  
	 Whitney, Jr.

Foundation Level
Ms. Tamara Alibeckoff
Arnold M. Berke
Dr. Christopher P. Brandt & 
	 Dr. Beth Sersig
Ms. Mary E. Chilcote
Ann Cicarella
Mr. Tony Decello & 
	 Ms. Rebecca Zuti
Mr. & Mrs. Mark J. Druckenbrod
Mr. David Dusek & 
	 Mr. James D. Graham
Ms. Carrie E. Edwards
Jean B. Gaede
Mr. & Mrs. Randall J. Gordon
Kathleen Hancock
Ambassador Holsey Gates 	
	 Handyside
Mr. Albert A. Hanes & 
	 Mr. Robert E. Hanes
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Hiti
Ms. Dale K. Hilton
Mr. William J. Hubbard
Mr. Jason Jones
Mr. Kurt Karakul
Chuck & Joanne Lake
Mr. Frederick K. Lautzenheiser
Mr. & Mrs. Edward A. Lozick
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J. Mahovlic
Mr. Joseph A. Marinucci
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley A. Meisel
Mr. & Mrs. A. Malachi Mixon, III
Ms. Andrea A. Morris
Mr. Donald W. Morrison
Ohio CAT - Mr. Kenneth E. 	
	 Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. C. W. Eliot Paine
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Pogue
Mr. J. Gordon Priemer
Mike & Susan Renda

RPM International Inc. - 
	 Mr. Frank C. Sullivan
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Schwartz
Ms. Adrian L. Scott
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy J. Sheeran
Mr. Donald P. Shury
Mr. & Mrs. Luther S. Stevens
Annette & Mark Sutherland
Mr. Anthony R. Whitfield

Event Sponsors & Hosts
American Institute of Architects, 	
	 Cleveland and Akron Chapters
Gail Arnold
Kathleen & Dennis Barrie
City Architecture, Inc.
Conservancy for Cuyahoga Valley 	
	 National Park
Kathleen & Herb Crowther
Michael Cummins
Susan Detorre
Jan Devereaux
Doty & Miller Architects
M. Catherine Crowther Doyle
Pat Eldredge
Hamilton & Lin Emmons
Forest City Enterprises, Inc.
Grant Thornton LLP
Green Street Solutions
Harry S. Peterson Company 
Herman Gibans Fodor, Inc. 
	 Architects
Kiczek Builders
Marjorie Kitchell
Joe Marinucci
Marous Brothers Construction
Northeast Ohio Chapter of the 	
	 U.S. Green Building Council
Mary Clare & Woody Patterson
Playhouse Square Real Estate 	
	 Services
Gordon Priemer
Sandvick Architects, Inc.
Debby & Charles Scholl
Nancy Seitz
City of Shaker Heights
The Sherwin-Williams Company
Mary Lane & John Sullivan
Thompson Hine LLP
Turner Construction Company, 	
	 Special Projects Division
Hyla Winston
Wiss, Janney, Elstner  
	 Associates, Inc.
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The Cleveland Restoration Society grate-

fully acknowledges financial support in 

2010 for its programs from the City of 

Cleveland; Cleveland City Council mem-

bers Kevin Conwell, Brian Cummins,  

T. J. Dow, Jeff Johnson, Kenneth Johnson, 

Mamie Mitchell, Terrell Pruitt, Jay West-

brook, and Matthew Zone; the cities of 

Avon, Bay Village, Chagrin Falls, Cleve-

land Heights, East Cleveland, Lakewood, 

Lyndhurst, Oberlin, Pepper Pike, Rocky 

River, Shaker Heights, South Euclid, and 

Willoughby; Cuyahoga County; Key-

Bank; Ohio Treasurer Kevin Boyce; Ohio 

Housing Finance Agency; Akron Com-

munity Foundation; Eva L. and Joseph 

M. Bruening Foundation; Canton Preser-

vation Society; Charles & Helen Brown 

Memorial Fund; Cleveland Foundation; 

Cuyahoga Arts and Culture; The George 

Gund Foundation; Louise H. and David 

S. Ingalls Foundation; National Trust 

for Historic Preservation; Ohio Historic 

Preservation Office, Kelvin and Eleanor 

Smith Foundation; and the members of 

the Cleveland Restoration Society.

Cleveland Restoration Society

AUDITED ORGANIZATIONAL RESULTS

  2010 2009

 Revenues:
 Membership $   18,096 $   18,998
 Contributions 126,936 68,449
 Grants & Programs 769,975 756,093
 Operating 39,224 40,012
 Investment Income 92,229 126,982

 Total 1,046,460 1,010,534

 Expenses:
 Personnel 641,792 666,488
 Direct Costs 298,727 267,230
 Operating 55,767 50,887
 
 Total 996,286 984,605
 
 Net Result $      50,174 $   25,929

 The operating surplus in 2010 and 2009 includes unrealized 

 investment gains in the endowment fund.
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St. George, at East 67th Street and Superior Avenue, was once home to the oldest Lithuanian Catholic parish in North 
America. Closed by the Cleveland Catholic Diocese in 2009, the church building has been sold to Community Green-
house Partners, an organization with a mission of selling locally grown vegetables, employing local residents, and 
teaching sustainability and earth science. The former church and school is currently undergoing a large reuse project 
that will create a local-food centric business development district centered around a 18,000 square foot greenhouse.

SAVED




